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Condemnation of the Worldly
James 4:4-6

Introduction:
“Your money or your life! Take my life; save my money for my old age.”
In chapter 4 James has been discussing Worldliness -
We defined it as “to devote oneself to the affairs, pleasures and things of this world.”

Key word = Devote – to give over, to dedicate one’s self to.
We looked at the characteristics of worldliness. We found that the key there was not the possession of things but the obsession with things.
Today, James condemns worldliness.
I. A Terrible Personification - Adulteress – 4:4a
“Adulterers and adulteresses!”

A. Questions: 
1. The Condemnation Addressed to whom?
   “adulteresses”, or “Ye adulterers and adulteresses”, KJV

2. Is the Adultery Physical or Spiritual?

These questions will take some investigation. 

B. Old Testament Pictures of Adultery
Israel was the wife of Jehovah – 
Isaiah 54:
 “For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the Lord of hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth.”
The prophecy of Hosea illustrates Israel’s Adultery. 
Jesus called Israel an adulterous generation (Mark 8:38)
C.  New Testament Pictures 

1. The Church is the Bride of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2

“For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.”
Ephesians 4: 22-24
“Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.”
2. The Preceding Figurative Language
“wars – fighting – murder -- so the language appears to be figurative.

Adulteresses is referring to the bride so the “Adulterers” does not seem to be necessary.


II. A Terrifying Position- Enmity With  God – 4:4b
“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
A. Man Starts out at Enmity With God

B. The Cross Made Amity Possible

C. Worldliness Brings Enmity Back on a Different Level 

III.  A Troubling  Problem – 4:5

“Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain," The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"?

Problems:
A. Where did the Quotation Originate?

B. Which Spirit is Intended?
C. What is the Subject of the Sentence?
D. What does Jealousy Imply?
IV. A Terrific Promise – He Gives More Grace – 4:6

“But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: ‘God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.’
A. The Promise 
B. The Principle

Conclusion:
